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ABSTRACT 

Present study of Causes of Girls’ Dropout in Haryana is studied in Mokalwas (District Gurgaon) village of 

Haryana. Being Gurgaon a part of National Capital Region and Mokalwas situated very close to Gurgaon City (28 kms) 

with all the facilities, still high number of girls’ dropout is a matter of serious worry. 

The number of girls’ dropout in Mokalwas consisted maximum contribution from Muslim and Rajput 

communities. Main causes of girls’ dropout are traditional thinking, failure, help demanded from them in household work 

and labour activities, lack of education among parents, lack of interest in subjects, inferiority among poor, backward 

families, etc. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Women’s literacy has been one of the major problems faced by planners and educationists of India since 

independence. Studies on the implementations of adult education programmes for women have revealed that lack of 

interest, fear of ridicule, lack of incentives, prejudices, superstitions and indifferent attitudes of learners have hampered the 

progress of female literacy. 

Nehru once said, “If you educate a man, you educate an individual but if you educate a woman, you educate a 

family.” 

Ever since civilization came into existence, women have been deprived of their right to equality in almost every 

field, including education, the most vital element of overall human development, in male dominated society, the 

subordination of women and discrimination on the basis of gender prevails through the millennia, irrespective of the 

country or to India alone. Even in developed countries, such as USA, France, and Switzerland, women made an impact 

after long struggle. In USA, it took 80 years (from 1840 to 1920) for women to get the right to vote. France conferred its 

women citizens the right to vote in 1944, whereas, in Switzerland, were granted their right to vote in 1971, much later than 

in India. 

The program of universal elementary education aims at bringing every child into school and to see that he or she 

remains at school till he or she completes the elementary education on age 14. Previously, we insisted on single point, 

entry in class 1. As a result of which during enrolment drive children were brought in and only a few continue to acquire an 

effective literacy. 
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It has also been rightly observed that enrolment and dropout by themselves are of little importance if children do 

not continue education even beyond one year. 

DROPOUT RATES OF INDIA DURING DIFFERENT YEARS 

The dropout rate for girls is always higher than boys. Most girls dropout because they need to take care of their 

siblings. A scheme to attach crèches along with every school should help to solve this problem. 

Table 1: Dropout Rates of India at Elementary Level 

 2001-02 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Class I-V      

Boys 40.1 38.4 35.4 33.7 38.8 

Girls 46.0 39.9 33.7 28.6 25.4 

Total 42.6 39.0 34.9 31.5 28.49 

Class I-VIII      

Boys 59.1 52.0 52.3 51.9 50.5 

Girls 65.1 56.9 53.5 52.9 51.3 

Total 62.1 54.6 52.8 52.3 50.8 

       (Source: Department of Education, Ministry of HRD, Govt. Of India and Selected Educational 

Statistics, 2009-10) 

 

In 2006-2007, 38.4% of the boys who enrolled in the schools dropped out before reaching class V. The dropout 

rate for girls was higher as 39.9% left school at primary level. In 2001-2002, the statistics were more or less the                  

same – 40.1% boys dropped out of primary schools while the dropout rate for girls was 46%. 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

W. K. Smith (2008) conducted a study on wastage and stagnation at primary school level in Madhya Pradesh. 

Stagnation rate was more at the primary level. Variance rate of wastage and stagnation was more in different classes. 

Wastage rate was stable after the progress of educational expenditure facilities wherein wastage average rate was 77.12% 

at the primary level and 38.45% at secondary level. 

B C Commission (June 2009) conducted a survey on girls’ dropout of Hajjam community in rural areas of 

Hyderabad. The main findings of the commission included the girls’ dropout from school because of social reasons where 

most of the girls were from illiterate families. The rate of girls’ dropout was 70% at primary level. 

RW Rumberger (2010) conducted a study on the wastage and stagnation in the rural areas of Andhra Pradesh. The main 

findings of the study were as follow: 

In spite of rapid increase of schools and teachers only 56.6% students got admission between theages of 6-11 in 

the state in 2008-09. At the national level, the percentage was 81.9%. The percentage of wastage of girls was 

comparatively more than the boy students. In the scheduled caste the wastage of female students was 72.3% and in others it 

was 63.38%. The percentage of wastage among scheduled tribes was comparatively more than the students of other castes. 

G D Kuh (2011) conducted a study on the causes of wastage and stagnation in secondary schools in Bilaspur. She 

found causes of wastage and stagnation like poor socio-economic status of the parents, long term diseases and bad 

companies of the students. Problem in the school itself, like lack of school building, unavailability of teachers, poor quality 

of education and the school is far away from home. 
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S J Wilson (2011) conducted a study on factors constraining girls and women from enrolling and continuing their 

secondary and tertiary education in Tigray, Ethiopia. The intended to explore the socio-cultural, socio-economic, school 

level, policy and law factors that contribute to the lower enrolment and completion rates for the female student, as well as 

to recommend future research priorities. A total of 400 fieldwork returns from girl/women and boys/men at secondary and 

tertiary levels and semi-structured interviews with parents, officials, NGO representatives, school drop outs, teachers and 

school principals were conducted to analyse the factors that had an effect on female education in different factors included 

feminist theories, the Human Capital theory and women, gender and development theories. 

The data analysis found that the access to higher institutions and the attainment of female education were lower 

than that of the male students. There are several reasons for this: Firstly, cultural and religious traditions, such as harmful 

traditional practices and a general male preference were obstacles for the development of female education. Secondly, the 

direct costs and opportunity costs of sending girls to school were higher than the comparable costs of education boys. In 

addition, parents’ education background and occupation represented strong indicators for girls and women’s school and 

career opportunities. Thirdly, the school environments were not conductive to learning for the girls and women. A lack of 

sanitation facilities, being exposed to sexual harassment, no presence of profession counselling and few female teachers 

represented crucial determinants that exacerbated the problematic situation for female education. The Government of 

Ethiopia has attempted to diminish the problems by enforcing general laws and school policies that intend to eliminate 

gender-based discrimination and incorporate women’s issued at all levels of education. It was concluded that although 

efforts have been made to implement laws and policies to encourage equity and equality, the central problems of female 

education are still identified as limited access and attainment in years of schooling and lower academic achievements 

influenced by in-and out-of-school factors. 

A N Morara (2012) undertook a study on the causes of absent and dropout of the primary school students 

belonging to Jabalpur subdivision. He found that the percentage of girls’ absentees in urban girls’ primary school was 

28.2% and the percentage of boys’ absentees was 25.39%. The percentage of boys’ absentees in urban non govt. school is 

30.55% and girls absentees are 51.91%. The percentage of boys’ absentees in rural govt. school is 35.44% which is more 

than the boys’ absentees of urban govt. primary school. 

E Mung’ara (2013) undertook a study on “School dropout in Thailand: Causes and Remedies”. This study is the 

result of a research and action programme under the auspices of the Thai Office of the National Education, with support 

from the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) Trust Fund, following the financial crisis of 2010 which adversely affected 

children’s education opportunities. It appeared that the temporary upsurge in dropout rates following the financial crisis of 

2010 suddenly drew the attention to the underlying problem of hundreds of thousands of children who, due to persistent 

poverty, were not able to participate in education already before the crisis. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

A Study of the Causes of Girls Dropout in Haryana 

OPERATIONAL DEFINITION 

Dropout 

Dropout means the premature withdrawal of children from schools at any stage before completion of the 

elementary course. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The objectives of the study are as follows: 

 To study the rate of girls dropout at elementary level. 

 To study the social causes of girls dropout at elementary level. 

 To study the economic causes of girls dropout at elementary level. 

 To study the educational causes of girls dropout at elementary level. 

HYPOTHESES FORMULATED 

The following hypotheses were formulated for the problem: 

 There will be social causes for girls’ dropout. 

 There will be economic causes for girls’ dropout. 

 There will be educational causes for girls’ dropout. 

PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY 

In the present study, Survey Method will be used to study the “Causes of the Girls’ Dropout” and statistical 

methodology (mean and percentage) will be used. 

SAMPLE OF THE PRESENT STUDY 

The researcher has studied the sample of 100 drop out girls’ students of different years in Mokalwas (Gurgaon) 

village of Haryana. The village Mokalwas is situated in Gurgaon district. It is about 28 km from Gurgaon. The socio-

economic status of the village is not up to mark. Most of the families earn their livelihood by labour. The main source of 

their labour is stone mines of Arawalies.  

Tools Used 

The researcher has used self-made interview schedule which has both open-ended and close-ended question for 

collecting data from the dropouts. The schedule has been divided into three parts. The first part is related to general 

information about the subject and her family. The second is to collect the subject’s responses on different questions related 

to the causes of her dropout. The third part is to collect her parents’ responses. 

Statistical Techniques Used 

It is a simple survey type research; the researcher used only statics like mean and percentage. 

Number and Percentage of Girls’ Dropout in Village Mokalwas (Gurgaon) of Haryana in 2013-2014 

Table 2 

 Students Dropout % Age of Dropout 

Total 1827 393 21.51% 

Male 941 168 17.85% 

Female 886 225 25.39% 
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Figure 1 

The above table indicates that the number of girls’ dropout in 2013 and 2014 was 225 out of 886. It means girl 

students went to the school in the beginning to different classes. Later on 225 girl students left out the school. The total 

percentage of dropout in 2013 and 2014 in the village was 21.51%, but the girls’ dropout rate is comparatively high, which 

is 25.39%. 

The Ratio of Girls Dropout of Village Mokalwas (Gurgaon) among Different Castes in 2013 and 2014 

 

Figure 2 

STUDY TO FIND OUT CAUSES OF GIRLS’ DROPOUT 

Marital Status of the Subjects 

Table 3 

Level of 

Education 

Unmarried Married Total 

Primary 22 1 23 

Middle 34 3 37 

Total 56 4 60 

 

Table shows the dropout of different levels on the basis of their marital status. Accordingly at different levels, the 

unmarried girls rank first, 56 out of 60 cases. They are followed by married. We found the dropout because of marital 

status is high at middle level. 
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Approximately Monthly Income of the Families 

Table 4 

Income No. of Households 

<2000 5 

2001 – 3000 29 

3001 – 4000 10 

4001 – 5000 6 

5001 – 6001 6 

>6000 4 

 

Table shows the approximate monthly income of all the castes and sub-castes. Accordingly, six categories of the 

income have made viz. the income less than Rs. 2000, 2001-3000, 3001-4000, 4001-5000, 5001-6000 and more than 6000. 

Total numbers of households that come under these categories respectively are 5, 29, 10, 6, 6 and 4. It has also been noted 

that generally backward castes and scheduled castes, i.e. Dhanak, Balmiki, Harizan, Sansi, Kumhar, Nai, Chippy, Gurjar, 

and Yadav have income less than 3000.  

Major Causes Found of Girls’ Dropout 

Table 5 

Causes Primary Middle Total 

Traditional Thinking 9 6 15 

Failure 2 14 16 

Load of Homework 3 3 6 

Lack of Interest 3 2 5 

Permissible Thought 1 1 2 

Illness 2 1 3 

Difficult Subjects - 3 3 

Poverty - 3 3 

Eldest Ward 2 1 3 

Any Other 2 2 4 

Total 24 36 60 

 

Table shows the most important facts about the causes of girls’ dropout. The table is showing the major causes of 

girls’ dropout in the village, i.e. Mokalwas (Gurgaon). 

MAIN FINDINGS 

The main findings of the study are as follows: 

 The number of girls’ dropout in village Mokalwas (Gurgaon) is 225 out of 886 in the year 2013 and 2014. The 

percentage of dropout in that village was 25.39%. 

 Among all the castes the rate of dropout is more in the female students belong to Muslim. The percentage of girls’ 

dropout of Muslims is 21. Next to Muslim is the Rajput caste whose dropout percentage is 15. The dropout rate of 

Jaat, Dhanak, Yadav, Harizan are 9%, 9%, 8% and 8% respectively. There are other scheduled castes girls 

students whose combined rate of dropout is 30%. 

 Maximum dropouts of the area are among Muslim and Rajput community. 

 Main causes of girls’ dropouts are traditional thinking, failure, help demanded from them in household works and 

in earning money. 
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 Some families engage their girl wards as a source of income of engaging them in illegal works also. 

 Lack of interest in subjects and dislike of teachers are also cause of dropouts. 

 Lack of education among parents and poverty causes them to engage their wards in earning with different means 

and thus they are not able to continue their education. 

 Inferiority among the poor and backward families, which give rise to lack of interest in study. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the findings of this study, it was deduced that girls’ dropout was found more in Muslim community and 

major reasons behind were traditional thinking, failure and help demanded from them in household works and in earning 

money. Apart from this, uneducated parents had also played great role in girls’ dropout factor. 
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